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Mock III P1 Review 
Modern technology  

addresses our desires,  
rather than our needs. 

This popular question proved to 
be most problematic. 

SKILL 
Work with (not against)  

pre-existing biases 

NEED 
Task: Generate words associated with the word NEED 

•  Important 
•  Crucial 
•  Cannot live without 
•  Basic necessity for survival 
•  Food, water, sanitation, basic healthcare 

(UN definitions) 

DESIRE 
Task: Generate words associated with the word DESIRE 

•  Want 
•  Unnecessary 
•  Something you can live without 
•  Lust 
•  Greed 
•  Materialism 
•  Frivolous / pointless / trivial things 

Activity: 
Raise your hands if you  
think the following are  

NEEDS 

Don’t think,  
respond instinctively.  
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Activity: 
Raise your hands if you  
think the following are  

DESIRES 

Don’t think,  
respond instinctively.  

Remember 
Work with (not against)  

pre-existing biases 
Your argument is a lot less convincing if I 

have to keep pausing to wonder whether or 
not your example of “desire” really is a desire 

and not a “need”.  

SKILL 
Use (an appropriate) yardstick 
when dealing with comparison 

questions 

(or, simply avoid the comparison 
questions because they’re tough) 

rather than = instead of = and not 

STAND: Yes 
Yardstick(s):  
•  Perceived needs are 

actually desires  
•  desires come at the 

expense of needs 
•  We fail to meet both 

desires and needs – we 
end up choosing to meet 
desires and not needs; 

•  meeting desires prevent 
us from meeting needs 

STAND: No 
Yardstick(s): 
•  Perceived desires are 

actually needs 
•  desires not at the 

expense of needs; 
•  both desires and needs 

are met; 
•  meeting a desire does not 

in any way prevent us 
from meeting a need 

SKILL 
Play the game.  

Humour the question.  
Approach it from the right angle. 

STAND: No 
Yardstick: Perceived desires are actually needs 

•  X is a need 
•  Some think X 

is a desire 
•  But actually, X 

is a need 

•  Some think X 
is a desire 

•  But actually, X 
is a need 

vs 

Both meet requirements,  
but one approach is better. Which is it? 
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Medical science  
has made our lives better,  
but it has also made them 

more complicated.  

Biggest problem:  
Understanding of “complicated”  
in the context of the question 

Incorrect concepts of “complicated” 
-  Side effects / complications 

Trivial / odd concepts of “complicated” 
-  Limits our choices à can’t enjoy life because 

e.g. diabetics can’t eat sugary foods 
-  Knowledge of vitamins à troublesome to 

remember to take vitamins 
-  Living with illnesses is difficult, e.g. dialysis 

Biggest problem:  
Understanding of “complicated”  
in the context of the question 

•  Correct concept of complicated  
(key issue in the question): 

- Ethical dilemmas 

Contention should be with 
“complicated”, not “better”  

•  The “but” signals that the key area of 
contention is the second clause, not the 
first. 

•  Possible stands: 
– Yes, better but more complicated 
– Yes, better and not actually more complicated 

BALANCE is crucial 
Whichever stand you choose, the other 
one must be considered / engaged with 

SCOPE 
Medical science 

-  Pharmaceuticals 
-  Medicines, vaccinations 

-  Applications of biotechnology 
-  Genetic engineering, stem cell research, etc. 

-  Surgery 
-  Robotic surgery 

-  Advances in psychiatry / mental health 
treatments 

Key ethical issues 
Bioethics angle 
•  Stem cell, GE, playing God, etc. 
•  IVF and abortion 
•  Advanced medical directive, euthanasia 
Political angle 
•  Government policies associated with ethical issues 

above 
•  Funding of research 
Global issues angle 
•  Poverty, access to treatments, expensive medical 

treatments (only the rich can afford) 
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Consider the view that we need to 
radically change the way we eat  

if we are serious  
about saving the planet.  

SKILL 
(1) Show that you understand the 

underlying issue(s) 

UNDERLYING ISSUE:  
Our eating habits are affecting our planet 

 (1) Excessive QUANTITY of food demanded 

High (excessive) demand for food  
à  More land needed for agriculture and the rearing of livestock 
à  Deforestation to meet the demand 
à  water pollution (chemicals used as pesticides are washed into the rivers) 
à  Production of methane gas by cows (large bulk of livestock grown for food) 

à global warming   
à  Overfishing to satisfying the demand (quantity, quality and variety) 

àreduction in biodiversity  
 
§  EG: The US Census of Agriculture 2007 reported an increase of the number 

of farms in 39 states compared to a decline in only 11 states.  
§  EG: The director of Wild Aid reported in 2001 that the shark fin trade had 

more than doubled in the prior 15 years. This has led to major declines in 
shark populations with some species being depleted by over 90% over the 
past 20-30 years. 

(2) Demand for variety (especially by the affluent) 
à necessitated the growing of livestock for variety (e.g. 

Wagyu beef)  
à staple crops are grown to feed these livestock  
à more land devoted to growing food for the animals 
that makes up variety in our diet instead of providing 
better food security for the poor.  

 
§  EG: Because of the presence of corn subsidies in the 

US, farms feed corn to the cows despite the presence of 
the poor in their midst. In 2010, 17.2 million households 
were food insecure and 6.4 million households 
experienced very low food security.  

(3) Consumption of exotic foods 
à Reduction in biodiversity 
à Animal cruelty (shark’s fin) 
à Rise of crime cartels (lucrative trade; those entrenched in 

poverty are enticed into illegal activities)  
 
•  EG: Spain is by far the largest supplier providing 

between 2000 and 5000 metric tonnes a year, some of 
which are obtained without keeping with the regulatory 
laws. The organized crime within Costa Rica is 
vigorously controlled by the Taiwanese mafia because of 
the high value of shark fins in restaurants in the Pacific 
Rim where a bow; of soup can cost up to $100 a serving 
in top restaurants.  

(4) Consuming food imported from far-away 
countries 

à CO2 emissions from transporting food 
 
(5) Consuming meat 
à Farming, methane, etc. 

(6) Consuming food that does not employ 
ethical standards for their workers 

à Fair trade vs non-fair trade 
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Requirement: 
Specify the change 

Specify the 
CHANGE 

(1)  Excessive QUANTITY of food demanded 
à Cut back on the quantity of food demanded 
 
(2) Demand for variety (especially by the affluent) 
à Cut back on the variety of food demanded 
 
(3) Consumption of exotic foods 
à Stop consuming exotic foods 
 
(4) Consuming food imported from far-away countries 
à Consume local food (or from neighbouring countries) instead 
 
(5) Consuming meat 
à Go vegetarian 

(6) Consuming food that does not employ ethical standards for 
their workers 

à Consume Fair Trade products only 

Consider whether 
the change must be 

RADICAL 

(1)  Excessive QUANTITY of food demanded 
à  Cut back on the quantity of food demanded  
 
(2) Demand for variety (especially by the affluent) 
à  Cut back on the variety of food demanded 
 
 
(3) Consumption of exotic foods 
à  Stop consuming exotic foods 
 
(4) Consuming food imported from far-away countries 
à  Consume local food (or from neighbouring countries) instead 
 
(5) Consuming meat 
à  Go vegetarian 

(6) Consuming food that does not employ ethical standards for 
their workers 

à Consume Fair Trade products only 

How much? Radical reduction? 

Must we stop consuming ALL 
exotic foods? All the time? 

Applicable to all our food? 

Every meal? Every day? 

ONLY? 

Bonus: 
Consider “seriousness” 
Perhaps radical changes aren’t 

enough. Perhaps being “serious” 
requires more.  

“The Arts is only for the rich.” How 
far is this true in your society? 

•  Topic: The Arts à the various branches of 
creative activity (OED) – visual art, performing 
arts, literary art, digital art etc 

•  Issue: The arts historically associated with 
upper class who can better appreciate (and 
afford); increasing emphasis in Singapore but 
debate over whether it is really for everyone 

•  Context: Singapore à affluent, largely middle 
class, globalized, emphasis on arts and culture, 
increasing, educated, big government 

•  Time: Present (‘is’)  

 

Arguing for the Absolute 

•  Only for the rich 
–  Examine areas where it seems like the arts are 

becoming more accessible and more widely 
appreciate, and argue how it is in reality only the rich 
who truly understand and value the arts, and it is 
really only for them the arts actually cater to.  
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Arguing against the Absolute 

•  Not only for the rich à Pointing out key 
exceptions to the absolute 
–  Examine areas where it seems like the arts are/were 

still largely catered to the rich, and argue how one can
—upon deeper inspection—see how other segments 
of society are increasingly also able to access and 
appreciate them. 

Sample Areas for Discussion 

•  Accessibility 
•  Appreciation 
•  Ability 
•  Etc.  
 

Accessibility 
•  Topic sentence: As Singapore becomes more developed 

and relatively less concerned about economic growth, 
there has been increasing government and institutional 
effort on making the arts more physically available to the 
masses  
–  Convenient/everyday locations (e.g. Esplanade, 

HDB, Circle Line), not constrained to exclusive 
galleries)   

–  Generally affordable prices (range of seats, 
festivals, heritage, Singapore Arts Museum, upcoming 
National Art Gallery), not expensive locales 

Appreciation  
•  Topic sentence: With an increasingly educated populace 

negotiating their own artistic taste in a fairly young 
country with little cultural baggage, notions of the arts 
are made up as we go along and thus are enjoyed by all 
segments of society 
–  Wide range of items in performing arts venues 

(e.g. Esplanade) speak of the endorsement of diverse 
and inclusive notion of the arts, rather than allusion to 
upper class tastes 

–  Demographics often very mixed at arts 
performances/events/festivals   

–  Multi-cultural expression in art, not along class lines 

Ability 
•  Topic sentence: As the nation continues to embrace the 

need for its citizens to be global players both culturally 
and economically, there have been notable efforts to 
enable more people, regardless of social status, to not 
only create, but to pursue the arts professionally 
–  Lessons in mainstream: Humble arts lessons in 

primary/secondary schools; aesthetics CCAs (all 
students, not just the rich) 

–  Dedicated schools: SOTA, NAFA, LaSalle College 
of the Arts, NAC training and development schemes 
and grants, Polytechnic design schools etc. (not 
limited to private art schools) 

–  Available lessons: Jitterbug, Yamaha etc.   


